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Abstract
In this article, given the current lack of empirical studies using population

registers due to the difficulty of obtaining them, we will introduce the population
register of Vong Tri village of Thira Thién Hué province, and provides a basic
analysis. The analysis then revealed the following: It can be said from the village
documents of Vong Tri that the population register is not a historical record such
as the current population census. Although the administrative regulations required
villages to report the exact number of adult males and the village pledged that the
contents of the population register were not false, in reality, both the government
and the village acted on the implicit assumption that a certain number of the
population was concealed for taxation evasion. The number of people registered in
the population registers shows how the two were balanced in the struggle between
state power and village community at that time. From this point of view, the Tay
Son period, when the conscription was greatly strengthened by centralizing the
separate control of the prefectural government and arsenal office in the population
register, and the Minh Mang era, when the registrants under the control of the
government increased by the examination for conscription, were special periods
when the state power was superior to the village community which tried to hide
their villagers. Conversely, during the Gia Long era and after the Thiéu Tri era,
there was no active attempt to take control of the human resources.

Keywords: Population Register, Nguyén dynasty, Autonomy villages, Hué

Introduction of the Emperor are less than the
As represented by the Vietnamese  cystoms of the village), Vietnamese
proverb “Phép vua thua I¢ lang” (Laws  traditional villages are considered to
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have strong autonomy. For example,
Alexander B. Woodside (1988: 152-
158) points out that in actual village
management, decisions in the “small
court” led by the village elder took
precedence over central
administrative regulations and laws,
and that this

centralization by

prevented the

Minh
Furthermore, Pierre Gourou (1936
(2015): 129-134) estimates that even
in the 1930s, the French authorities’
population census showed that villages

Mang.

underreported their population by 5-
15% in order to reduce tax payments.
This, combined with the fact that the
Nguyén dynasty was colonized by
France, has led to the downgrading of
the Nguyén dynasty as a “weak pre
modern state”. However,in recent
years, there has been a reevaluation of
the Nguyén dynasty. Taga Yoshihiro
(Taga 2018, 2020), for
reveals that the Nguyén dynasty

example,

established their own currency block
with eliminating foreign currencies in
the first half of the nineteenth century,
and and indicates that the beginnings
of a “modern state” can be seen in the
dynasty.
Observing the activities of the Nguyén

pre-colonial Nguyén
Dynasty in the Mekong Delta and the
East Sea (South China Sea), there are
indications that it was trying to secure
its own interests based on a fairly
territorial

modern concept. The

Nguyén Dynasty was by no means an
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ignorant regime with regard to
Westernization (Vi DPwc Liém 2016)
(Shimao 2014). However, apart from
external
little
local

this  modernization in
perceptions, there has been
empirical research on what
governance was like in the country. In
particular, there is a critical lack of
empirical research on specific issues
such as how the Nguyén dynasty
administered “autonomous villages”
and to what extent it was able to grasp

them.

Successive Vietnamese dynasties
after independence of the eleventh
century have basically been intended
toward the Chinese model of state
building. In particular, the Lé Dynasty,
which regained its independence from
the Ming Dynasty, established a
centralized bureaucratic state during
the reign of Lé Thanh Tong by
recruiting Confucian literati through
Imperial examinations, and the
governing structure for the local
society established in his reign would
be basically inherited by successive
dynasties and regimes up to the
Nguyén Dynasty. In terms of taxation,
those dynasties were essentially based
on the land tax (thuéruéng H#z) levied
on publicrice field (cong dién 2 ) and
the poll tax (thué dinh T i) levied on
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age and social status®, and these two
tax systems were supported by the
land cadastre (dia ba #:{#), which was
compiled for each commune (xd 7it)
land and the
population registration (dinh ba T &),

based on survey,

which registered adult males who were
subject to taxation. There is no doubt

that
administrations have devoted much

successive Vietnamese
effort to compiling these two registers
in order to secure their tax revenues. A
representative example is the land
cadastres of the Nguyén Dynasty
owned by National Archive Centre N1
(Trung tdm Lwu trir Qudc gia 1). These
were compiled by the Nguyen Dynasty
after land inspections throughout the
territory from the early to mid-19th
century, and show us how much effort
the pre-modern dynasties put into
these records. These land cadastres
have been digitized at National Archive
Centre N1 and are available to anyone
who applies for access. Many
scholarships have been conducted
using these land cadastres as primary

sources.t

* While Lé Thanh Khbi (1955: 145) states that the
poll tax was established during the Tran dynasty,
Fujiwara Riichiro (1986: 388-392) denies this and
states that it was established during the Early Lé
period. In this aticle, we follow Fujiwara’s theory.
For cong dién system and land cadastre, see
(Trwong Hitu Quynh 2004) and (Sakurai 1987).
There are various theories about the origin of
“cong dién”, but these will not be discussed in this
article.

T We will only list the representative studies on
the land cadastre of Hué, because studies on the
land cadastre of Nguyén dynasty are too many. For
an overview of the land cadastre for the entire

On the other hand, research on the
population register is extremely scarce.
The reason is obvious: it is not a
historical document that can be viewed
in public archives such as National
Archive Centre N1 or Institute of Han
Nom Studies (Vién nghién ctru Han
N6m) #. If one wants to see the
population register of the pre-modern
dynasties, the only way is to find it
coincidentally existing in the village.
Although many historical researchers
know as common knowledge that the
population registrations called "dinh
ba" was compiled by successive feudal
dynasties for the purpose of collecting
poll tax, it is extremely rare to see their
actual documents. Considering such a
situation, it is not surprising that
research on

population register

stagnates.

However, the author is currently
collaborating with researchers in Hue,
and has found that a number of
population registers, mainly from the
Nguyén Dynasty, are still extant in
several villages surrounding Hué. The
population register of Vong Tri villages,

Thira Thién Hué province, see (Nguyén, Dinh Dau
1997). For case studies that discuss agricultural
transition by land cadastre of individual villages,
see (Nguyén Thi Ha Thanh 2010) and (Ueda 2021).
5 According to the material search, National
Archive Centre N1 holds population registers of the
Red River Delta villages, but it cannot be viewed
because it has not yet been digitized as of today.
Institute of Han NOm Studies has several
population registers of the Red River Delta villages
in the Nguyén period.

§ Present address: Vong Tri village, Phi Mau
commune, Phi Vang district, Thira Thién Hué
province (thon Vong Tri, xa Phil Mau, huyén Phu
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analyzed in this article, is one such
example, was photographed at village
communal hall (dinh lang) of Vong Tri
41 village by Lé Tho Qudc, Research
Fellow of Vietnam National Institute of
Culture and Arts in Hue (Phan vién Van
héa Nghé thuit Quéc gia Viét Nam tai
Hué) and his colleagues in the field
survey of the summer of 2022, the
author cooperated in re-
photographing and completed
photographing all of the Han Nom
documents stored in the village
communal hall of Vong Tri village. the
number of documents reaches 251, and
the number of images taken amounts
1,500. After the

photographing, we sorted through

to about

these documents and found that they
contained about 40 population
registers dating from 1777 to 1888. Of
the dozens of villages around Hue that
we have surveyed so far, the
population register of Vong Tri village

is the most exhaustive.

In this article, given the current lack
of empirical studies using population
registers due to the difficulty of
obtaining it, we will introduce the
population register of Vong Tri village,
and provide a basic analysis for further
research development in the future.

Vang, tinh Thira Thién Hué). Now, Vong Tri is just
one hamlet within Ph1 Mau commune, but it was
an independent administrative unit as Vong Tri xd

#8ith4t during the Nguyén dynasty.
38

1. Overview of the Population
Registers of Vong Tri village
1.1. Village documents of the
communal hall of Vong Tri village
First, a brief overview of the village
documents in Vong Tri village is given
prior to examining population
registers. The Han NOom documents
used in this article were photographed
by Lé Tho Quoc and his colleagues on
August 11th, 2022 with financial
support of Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science. The number of
photos taken is approximately 1500,
which is equivalent to about 3,000
pages.
documents is 251, but many of the

The number of Han NoOm
documents are a combination of
several related documents * . For
example, documents related to tax
payments from the Canh Hung era to
the Tay son period are bound together
with strings and made into a single
booklet (VIDP152), and documents of
new registrations and death reports of
villager from the 23rd to the 24th year
of Ty Plrc are combined into a single
booklet (VTDP180). If
considered as separate documents, the

these are

number of historical documents would
be roughly 300-350.

In most cases, the archives of village
communal halls in the surrounding

* In this paper, the village documents are cited by
the reference number (VTD~~) assigned by Lé Tho
Qudc when he took the photographs.
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Hué are an accumulation of
contemporaneous archives related to
administrative matters and village
management from the 17th to the early
20th century, and the same is true for
Vong Tri village. In the archive of the
communal hall of Vong Tri village, the
earliest document is the land cadastre
of the 6th of Thinh DPirc (1658)
(VTP211), and the

document is the courtesy document for

most recent
the deities in Vong Tri village named
“Wl whtl it b (Veng Tri xd tw thdn
khtic) of the 20th of Bao Pai (1945).
Village documents are documents that
were considered important to the
villagers of the same period and were
left behind for future generations to
refer to. Almost all villages have in
common the fact that the imperial seal
(sdc phong) given to the village’s
guardian deity called Thanh hoang by
the feudal dynasty was considered the
most important and has become a kind
of “prestige property” of the village.
However, what documents other than
sac  phong were eligible for
preservation varies widely from village
to village. In the case of Vong Tri village,
a large amount of administrative
documents, especially those related to
tax payment and resident registration,
have existed, indicating that there was
fairly precise population management
between the administration and the
village at that time. This includes about
40 years of population register from
1777 to 1888 (2 years of the

occupation of the Lé-Trinh government,

2 years of the Tay Son dynasty, and 36
years of the Nguyén dynasty. Including
drafts). Thi article provides a basic
éamination of these population
reconsiders  the
feudal

“autonomous

registers  and
relationship between
administration  and

villages"'.

From the seventeenth to nineteenth
centuries, the rulers of Hué area
changed rapidly from the Nguyén
Lords, the Lé-Trinh government (Trinh
Lords), the Tay Son dynasty, and the
Nguyén dynasty, but all of these
regimes imposed two major taxes on
settlements: land tax and poll tax. In
order to levy these two taxes,
land

cadastres and population registers.

successive regimes compiled

The Vong Tri documents show that

successive regimes, especially the

Nguyén Dynasty, spent enormous
administrative costs to compile them
and update their content. For example,
in order to compile a land cadastre, the
boundaries with adjacent settlements
must first be established to determine
the taxable area before the actual
cadastral  survey could begin.
Therefore, under the leadership of the
local government, a consensus on the
boundary was reached between the
both villages, and a consensus
document was drawn up stating that
the two villages agree on the boundary.
An ordinary settlement borders
several or more settlements, and
unless an agreement can be reached
with all of them on the boundary, the
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cadastral survey cannot begin®. Even
after the creation of the land cadastre,
Vong Tri village had been engaged in
with
which have
This
process led to the accumulation of
land
documents in the communal hall, for

constant border disputes
neighboring villages,
repeatedly sued each other.

various dispute-related

instance complaints, counterclaims,
boundary management, reaffirmation
of boundary, and so on.

The same is true for the population
register. In the case of the population
register, it is not compiled once and
never ends, because village population
is constantly changing due to deaths,
new registrations, emigration, and
other factors. For this reason, at least
in the case of the TAy Son and Nguyén
dynasties, the population register of
Vong Tri village show a fairly precise
grasp of population f. During the
Nguyén dynasty, Vong Tri village
frequently reported the deaths of
registrants and the registration of new
adult males to administration, and the
information on the population register
was updated annually to determine
accurate poll tax amounts based on

these reports.

* This process was further complicated if the
settlement has detached territory, rights to use
waterways, or extensive fishing rights. See
(Motohiro 2014).
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As a
processes such above, several hundred

result of administrative

administrative =~ documents  were
accumulated in one village of Vong Tri
alone. Since there were several
hundred local administrative units
called xd in the area surrounding Hué
alone, the administrative side must
have spent a considerable amount of
cost and effort on them. From these
village documents, it appears that
successive regimes, especially the
Nguyén Dynasty, had a fairly precise

local governance at first glance.

1.2. Introduction of Population
register in Vong Tri village

1.2.1. Population
Nguyén Lord period

Register in the

There is no surviving population
register of the Nguyén Lords period in
Vong Tri village. At present we have
already surveyed dozens of hamlets
surrounding Hué, and have not seen
any population register of the Nguyén
Lords period, not only in Vong Tri, but
also in other settlements. It is difficult
to believe that only the population
register of the Nguyén Lords period
has been scattered, since other official
documents from the Nguyén Lords
such as the land cadastres of Thinh Dtrc
era (1653-1658) and Vinh Khanh era

T As will be discussed below, The Lé&-Trinh
government has abandoned detailed population
ascertainment by Binh Lé phdp &% at the
end of the 17th century. See (Ueda 2019:
147-153).
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(1729-1732), are still extant in the
Vong Tri and other settlements.

According to Pai Nam thwc luc K74
T # and Phu bién tap luc H#& % 8%,
Nguyén Lords compiled population
register called logi ba i every six
years, and update every three years
following the regulations of Lé Thanh
Tong era. In the case of three district of
Hwong Tra, Quang Pién, and Phu Vang,
villager were examined for
conscription at a place called Cén Nhé
Ha xi 55 T )i, and based on this,
Nguyén Lords supplemented their
military personnel and collected poll
tax called Sai dw tién 7= % #%." Four
copies of population register were
made based on this inspection, and
sent to Nguyén Lords, Ministry of
Revenue, province and district t .
According to this regulation, during the
Nguyén Lords period, the population
kept
government office and not on the

register was only in the
village side. Perhaps this is the reason
why the population register of Nguyén
Lords period is not extant in the
surrounding Hué.

* Examination for conscription called Duyét tuyén
41 was not just a draft conscription, but also a
compilation of population register. Details are
discussed below.

T Pai Nam thuc Iuc, Tién bién, vol.2, pp.22b-23a;
Phii bién tap luc, vol.3, p.128b. Nguyén Lords

1.2.2. Population Registers in the
Occupation period by the Lé-Trinh
government

It is a well-known fact that, taking
advantage of the confusion caused by
the uprising of the Tay Son Party, the
Lé-Trinh government forces led by
Hoang Ngii Phuic moved southward in
1774, and occupied Phu Xuan in 1775.
After that, the area around Hué was
under the control of the Lé-Trinh
government for more than ten years
until 1786, when Nguyén Hué of the
Tay Son Party began his northern
conquest. The  earliest extant
population register of Vong Tri
(VTb127) was compiled in the 37th
year of Canh Hung (1776), shortly after
Lé-Trinh
government. In addition to this, a

the occupation by the

population register compiled in the
40th year of CAnh Hwng (1779) is still
extant. Both are titled “H!{# thdn ba” on
the cover. These were the only two
population registers during the Lé-
Trinh government, and it seems that
they were not revised every year as

was the case during the Nguyén
dynasty.

As noted by Lé Quy Pong in his Phu
bién tap luc, the Lé-Trinh government
basically did not examined for

conscription but fixed the amount of

established Six Ministry in 1740s. Since Phti bién
tap luc was written based on Lé Quy Pon’s survey
after the fall of the Nguyén Lords, it is thought to
describe the situation at the end of the Nguyén
Lords.
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the poll taxes for each village based on
the population register called Binh Ié
b6 F1515E compiled during the Canh
Triera (1663-1671) by the Binh Ié phdp
B % of “not deleting the dead and
not enrolling the born”*. Presumably,
the Lé-Trinh government applied local
governance in the Red River Delta to
the newly occupied territories, and did
not make frequent revisions to the
population register. The earliest extant
population register of Vong Tri
(VTD127) is in the form of a “report of
the number of people in the Nguyén
Lords period,” probably because the
Trinh Lords forces were unable to
conduct a full-scale examination for
conscription immediately after the
occupation. Therefore, they were able
to make a quick fix by having the
population register of the Nguyén
Lords
submitted as it was in 1776. Later, they

period transcribed and
conducted a full-scale examination for

conscription in 1779 when war

refugees returned to their home village.

1.2.3. Population Registers of Tdy Son
period

In Vong Tri, three years’ worth of
population registers of the Tay Son
period are extant: the 9th year of Thai
bwrc (1786) (VTD143), the 3rd year of
Quang Trung (1790) (VTDP139), and

* See (Ueda 2019: 147-153)

T In some cases, there are multiple copies of the
same date and contents, such as drafts of

42

the 5th year of Quang Trung 5 (1792)
(VTDP150). These basically follow the
format of the Lé-Trinh government.
What is characteristic of the three
population cadastres of the Tay Son
period is that while the contents of
population register in 1786, which was
made soon after Nguyén Hué occupied
Hué, were basically the same as those
of the Lé-Trinh government, and the
number of registered persons in the
population registers of the Quang
Trung era had more than doubled. This
is discussed in detail in Section 2.

1.2.4. Population Registers of the

Nguyén dynasty period

In Vong Tri, 25 years’ worth of
population registers of the Nguyén
dynasty are extant f: The earliest
population register was compiled in
the 8t year of Gia Long (1809)
(VTb27), the most recent population
register was compiled in the 1st year of
Thanh Thai (1888) (VTP196 &
VTD246). On average, there is one
year's worth of population registers for
every three years, however, the extant
population register is mainly from the
Gia Long-Thiéu Tri period, with very
few population register from the Tw
Pirc period onward. This uneven
distribution of population registers is
not simply due to the fact that

population registers. Including these, 35
population registers of the Nguyén dynasty are
extant in the communal hall of Vong Tri village.
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materials from the Tw DPlrc period
onward have been scattered, but is
presumably related to the Nguyén
dynasty’s local governance and its
ability to grasp villages. In terms of the
possibility of the existence of historical
materials, it is natural that the number
of historical materials from the first
half of the 19th century is rather small,
while the
materials from the second half of the

number of historical

19th century is increasing.

2. Examination of Population
Registers of Vong Tri village

2.1. The type of population register:
Duyét tuyén bé and Chdp bang bé

As mentioned above, except for two
years of the Lé-Trinh government and
three years of the Tay Son dynasty, all
the other extant population registers in
Vong Tri village are from the Nguyén
dynasty. Here is a more detailed
description of the Nguyén dynasty's
population registers.

First, although population register
is generally referred as “Pinh ba ] %",
strictly speaking there is no historical
“Dinh  ba”. As
mentioned earlier, in the Lé-Trinh

document named

government and Tay Son periods, the
population register was called as “Loai
ba FE7&” or “Thdn ba FASE”, and the
population register in the Nguyén
dynasty period is broadly divided into
two types, Duyét tuyén ba B3# % and
Chdp bang ba #\i&{%. Dinh ba are a
kind of population register with very

similar content, but each had a

different purpose for compilation. In
the analysis of the population register,
this difference is very important and
will be explained here. The following is
an explanation of the population
census-related documents.

2.1.1. Duyét tuyén ba [

Duyét tuyén ba is the list of adult
males in the commune (x3) that was
compiled by the examination for
conscription called Duyét tuyén [E;&. In
which classifies the adult male of the
village according to their age, economic
conditions, social status, and so on. The
classification method and the name of
classes varied depending on the
dynasty and era. For example, in the
Nguyén dynasty (Gia Long era), males
aged 18-19 were classified as Dan dinh
E& T, males aged 20-54 were classified
as Trdng hang 118 or Ddn hang A
depending on economic status, males
aged 55-59 were Ldo hang #, males
aged over 60 were Ldo nhiéu ¥ .
Furthermore, from among these, males
in good health were selected and some
of those became soldier called Ldnh
hang %5 *4 or Binh dinh =], and some
of those were classified as reservist
called Qudn hang # *4. Thus, to be
more precise, Duyét tuyén ba was a
military conscription list to conscript
or replenish the ranks for military
services. However, in order to compile
this list, it is necessary to examine all
adult males in the village and classify
them,

resulting in the military

conscription list not being much
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different from the

population census. Therefore, Duyét

(male-only)

tuyén ba was also the basis for poll tax.
Basically, the total amount of the
village's poll tax was calculated
according to the number of registration
in Duyét tuyén ba, and the tax was to be

paid annually by the village™.

However, examination for
conscription called Duyét tuyén was
not held every year. According to the
existent Han Nom documents of Vong
Tri, Duyét tuyén was only done once in
the 12th year of Gia Long (1813)
during the Gia Long era. After that,
Duyét tuyén was done every 5 years
during the Minh Mang era. The Thiéu
Tri - Tw Dc eras, there is no evidence
of Duyét tuyén and Duyét tuyén ba at all.
This is not a special fact limited to the
Nguyén Dynasty, and earlier regimes
are actually not much different. For
example, according to the regulation of
the Lé Thanh Tong era, the population
register had minor-revisions every 3
years, and major-revisions every 6
years. Thus, the frequency of the Duyét
tuyén was at most once every three
of Lé-Trinh
tuyén

years. In the case

government, Duyét was
administered every 10-15 years during

the first half of the seventeenth century,

* Many implementing bylaws for Duyét tuyén and
Duyét tuyén ba were recorded in the Nguyén
dynasty is recorded in Khdm dinh Pai Nam héi dién
sw 1¢ Sk K FE & 451, for example vol.38, H bd
3, Binh phg; vol.56, H6 b 21, Duyét tuyén, and so
on. The excerpts from these implementing bylaws

44

and after when Binh I phdp {511 had
been enforced, Duyét tuyén was only
administered every 50 years. In the
Red River Delta, the frequent renewal
of the land cadastre and population
register, which was established during
the Lé Thanh Tong era, was abandoned,
and from the end of the 17th century,
the tax system shifted -to a rural self-
governing system of taxation for each
village (Ueda 2019: 147-174).

On the other hand, the Nguyén
Lords which occupied central and
southern Vietnam in the seventeenth-
eighteenth centuries, the conscription
and poll taxes system established
during the Lé Thanh Tong era seems to
have been maintained (or revived).
According to Pai Nam thuwec luc, Nguyén
Lords frequently conducted Duyét
tuyén every three to six yearst. it may
be that Nguyén Lords wanted to assert
his political legitimacy over Trinh
Lords by succeeding to the Lé Thanh
Tong’s era, but more importantly,
Nguyén Lords may have been more
keen on military opposition to Trinh
Lords.
moved to central Vietnam in the first

At the time Nguyén Hoang

half of the seventeenth century, the
Kinh people’s population in central and

were printed in woodblock and distributed to each
village. These documents are still extant in Tién
Non village, the neighboring village of Vong Tri.

T However, we cannot find any population register

of the Nguyén Lords period as previously
mentioned.
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southern Vietnam must have been
significantly smaller than in the north,
and to counter Trinh Lords militarily, it
would have been necessary to conduct
strong conscription based on a precise
grasp of the human resource. Lé Quy
bong who conducted the survey after
the demise of Nguyén Lords, stated
that number of soldiers and reservists
had been so many in the Duyét tuyén by
Nguyén Lords, comparing it with the
northern Vietnam under Trinh Lords’
control”.

2.1.2. Chdp bang ba # &%

At the time of tax payment, the
villagers submit a document stating the
basis for the calculation of the amount
of tax due, and the administration
returns the document to the villagers
with the words “*Chdp bdang ¥\&” or “Vi
chdp bdng F5#\#&” written on it. In
today’s terms, Chdp bdng ba & is
the document equivalent to a
certificate of tax. There are two major
categories of Chdp bdng ba: Chdp bdng
ba of land tax and Chdp bang ba of poll
tax.

In the case of Chdp bang ba of land
tax, the area of land subject to taxation
in that settlement, such as public rice
fields and public lands, and the amount
of land tax to be imposed on them are
enumerated, and it was submitted to
administration with land taxes. In this
case, detailed information such as the

* Phu bién tap luc, tap 1, pp.127a-127b of
photocopy section.

cultivator’s name and his cultivating
area was not recorded, and merely
transcribed the total cultivated areas
registered in the land cadastre of the
village. This is because as long as the
area of a village’s arable land does not
change significantly, there is no change
in the total amount of land tax of the
village, regardless of who is cultivating
land in the
Therefore, Chdp bang ba of land tax is a

how much village.
simplified form that contains only
excerpts of the total area of the various
types of land transcribed from the land
cadastre and the amount of tax to be
levied on those areas.

On the other hand, the population of
a settlement is constantly increasing
and decreasing, imposing a poll tax
based only on Duyét tuyén ba would
result in an error between the actual
population and the taxable amount,
because Duyét tuyén was basically an
irregular process for conscription, and
the contents of Duyét tuyén ba were not
updated frequently as mentioned
earlier. Therefore, at the time of poll
tax payment, the village prepared an
up-to-date

population register

reflecting the latest information,
including new registrations, deaths of
registrant, and changes in registration
details after the most recent Duyét
tuyén, and submitted this with their
poll tax. Thus, Chdp bdng ba of poll tax

was equivalent in effect to a population
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register updating Duyét tuyén ba with
the latest information.

From the viewpoint of historical
material, the advantage of the Chdp
bdng ba of poll tax is that it provides
much more detailed information on the
increase or decrease in the number of
registrants in the village than Duyét
tuyén ba, because poll taxes were paid
every year, and Chdp bang ba of poll tax
also was compiled for each tax
payment. It is possible to know the
increase or decrease in the number of

registrants for each year.

2.2. Main classification of
registrants in the population register
A brief explanation of the basic
classifications used in the population
registers of Vong Tri is given below.

— Sdac muc B B (Lé-trinh period)/Chu
sdc Lénh chi k #1 % § (Tay Son
period)/Chirc sac B B  (Nguyén
period)

A person who has served as a
bureaucrat in the administration and
possesses official rank. In the case of
Vong Tri, there are more than 10
military officers in the Tay Son period,
but in other periods, most of them are
low-ranking officials of administrative
organizations such as Tht hop H & and
Cai hop $%%&. The average number of
officials in the Nguyén period was
generally three-five persons.
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— Ldnh hang 5 T (Tay Son
period)/Ldnh binh % £t (Gia Long
era)/Binh dinh &£T (Minh Mang era~)

Conscripted soldier in active service.
Basically, the name of the unit to which
the soldier belongs was also listed.
Basically, most soldiers are assigned to
units around Hué. However, during the
Tay Son period, a number of soldiers
were garrisoned in Northern Vietnam,
and their mortality rate was quite high.

— Trang Quan Dan hang i & K A
/Trang Quin Dan tam hang fTER=
I§ (Nguyén period)

General term for three classes of
Trdng hang {8, Qudn hang ¥, and
Ddn hang ERIE. In the regulation of
Nguyén dynasty, Trdng hang and Dén
hang were general adult male aged 20-
54, and they were classified as Trdng
hang (upper class) and Dan hang (lower
class) according to their financial
situation. Qudn hang was a reservist to
in the
practice of compiling the population

replace soldiers. However,
register, health and economic status
were not strictly examined, and adult
males were registered together
without distinction as Trdng Quan Ddn
hang. Why was the Nguyén dynasty not
distinct from these 3 classes in the

population registers?

According to Khdm dinh Dai Nam
héi dién sw 1é, if the number of adult
males is 10, they are automatically
registered as 3 trdng hang (poll tax 1
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quan 400/1 person), 3 qudn hang (poll
tax 1 quan 200/1 person), 3 ddn hang
(poll tax 1 quan/1 person), and 1 dao
hang 3 A
words, according to this provision, the

(tax-exempt). * In other

total poll tax for 10 adult males is
automatically fixed at 10 quan 800/10
person, regardless of their actual
health or financial situation. Therefore,
for tax purposes, it is not necessary to
distinguish between the trang hang,
quan hang, and dan hang on the
population register, but only the total
number of persons in these three

classes should be ascertained.

The problem with this method is
when it is necessary to fill new soldiers
with a replacement from the village.
According to the regulations, they
should be supplemented from reservist
called quan hang, but the population
register only has one section “Trdng
Quadn Dan hang” for adult males, and it
does not indicate at all who among
them belong to qudn hang. Therefore, it
is up to the village to decide who will be
drafted into the military. For example,
there are a number of draft-related
documents in the Vong Tri documents,
and among them, the village side
decides and reports who will be
conscripted. Problems such as villages
offering exiles and the poor people as
replacements were caused by this
institutional background.

* Khdam dinh Pai Nam héi dién sw 18, vol.38, pp.1a-
1b.

— Dandinh &1

According to the regulations, Ddn
dinh is a younger adult male aged 18-
19. Generally, upon reaching the age of
20, the registration was changed to the
adult male classes such as Trdng hang
and Ddn hang. In reality, however,
there were some cases where a person
was registered as a Ddn dinh at the age
of 15 in the Duyét tuyén ba. It is
presumably registered early, taking
into account that the examination for
held
Furthemore, the number of Pdn dinh

conscription was irregularly.
on the population registers have varied
greatly from era to era in the Nguyén
dynasty period. This may have been
related to Nguyén dynasty policies,
which will be discussed later.

— Biétnap J#//Biét tinh 7Iff
General adult males had to pay land
tax and poll tax collectively called
Chdnh phi 1EBX. Persons called Biét
nap »iM, and Biét tinh 5| were those
who pay the government for local
products and handicrafts in lieu of
Chdnh phu. The difference between
Biét ngp and Biét tinh is not clear.
Perhaps Biét nap refers to a person
who pays all of taxes with other
products, while Biét tinh refers to a
person who pays a portion of taxes in
another product. In the Tay Son period,
there were both Biét nap and Biét tinh
in Vong Tri, but only Biét tinh during
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the Nguyén dynasty. After that, these
classes changed their name to Mién dao
hang 518 during the Thiéu Tri era.

It should be noted that people of
Biét nap and Biét tinh, even though they
resided in the same village with people
who pay regular taxes, had a different
tax payment destination and different
administrative  jurisdiction  from
ordinary people. people of Biét nap and
Biét tinh in Vong Tri village were
basically supervised by Tri twong ty 1A
I 7], and their productions were also
delivered to Tri twong ty. In other
words, people belonging to the
ordinary local administrative offices
such as prefecture (phti /ff) and district
(huyén %) and people belonging to Tri
twong ty lived together in one village,
and this situation often caused trouble
between
village. For example, according to one
village document of Vong Tri (VTD 163;
VTb166; VTD177; VTD214) a dispute

had arisen between district officials

local administration and

and Vong Tri village, because Phu Vang
district tried to impose labor for Vong
Tri village, but the village claimed to be
exempted from the labor of district on
the basis that they belonged to Tri
twong ty. As previously mentioned, the
name ‘'separate annexation" was
changed to "exemption" during the
Shaoji period because of the many
cases, like the separate annexation

residents of Yuchi, who got into trouble
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with the prefecture over whether or
not they were liable to pay for the labor
of their ancestors. As previously
mentioned, the classified name “Biét
tinh 74" was changed to “Mién dao
hang %% I18" during the Thiéu Tri era,
probably because of the many cases of
trouble between the local
administration and handicrafts men
over whether or not they should bear
the burden of labor, as was the case

with the Biét tinh people in Vong Tri.

— Lo hang # 74, Lio nhiéu # &

On the regulations, Ldo hang were
people aged 55-59, Ldo nhiéu were
people aged over 60. However, the age-
based classification is often ambiguous
in the population registers of Vong Tri.
In some cases, the person aged over 60
was registered as Ldo hang, but in
some cases, the person aged under 60
was registered as Ldo nhiéu.

— Nhiéu tat #%%, Bat cu hang 1~ LI

People who are exempt from taxation
or receive a tax break due to illness or
disability.
— Thuy tuc & /Thay hoi 4

Thuy tuc is people who are newly
registered and start paying taxes. Thuy
hoéi is people who have moved
elsewhere but have returned.

— Phi t6 phu hang JEiH A2

People who are exempted from the
conscription because they have no
relatives or kin.

— Téng Son huyén 4 HLIER
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Probably, means Téng Son district
of Thanh Héa province. Although there
are no related documents in Vong Tri
village, there are documents related to
“Téng Son huyén” in the neighboring
village of Tién NOn, which indicate that
they were military officers (and their
descendants) who migrated from Téng
Son district during the Gia Long era.
Institutionally, they were registered in
Tong Son district, their original home,
and were distinguished from those
who originally resided in Vong Tri in
the population registers. They first
appeared in the population register of
the 12th year of Gia Long (1813), but
most of them were registered as lost
person (Thdt tich 7<) lost or escaped
person (Pdao hang #IH) in the Minh
Mang era
2.3. Analysis of the number of
registrations within the population
register of Vong Tri

We have briefly described the basic
contents of the population register. In
this section, the following is a
chronological transition of the
population registers of Vong Tri village.
Table 1 organizes the contents of the
population registers of Vong Tri and
arranges them in chronological order.
As mentioned earlier, the population
registers of Vong Tri have a time span
of more than 100 years, from the
period of occupation by the Lé-Trinh
government to the Thanh Thai era.
Although there had been changes in
classification names by dynasty and

era, the general framework of the
classification of registrants has not
varied much. In Table 1, classifications
that have only been renamed and are
judged to be nearly homogeneous, for
example Sdc muc (Lé&-Trinh period),
Chu sdc Lénh chi (Tay Son period), and
Chirc  sdc

(Nguyén period), are

combined into a single entry,
regardless of time period. In the
following section, we will see the local
governance of successive

administrations through this table.

2.3.1. From the occupied period by the
Lé-Trinh government to the Tady Son
period

The most striking change in the
population registers during this period
is the dramatic increase in the number
of registrants during the Tay Son
period. The number of registrants in
the population registers during the Lé-
Trinh government was only around 40.
The population register of 1786, when
the area around Hué had just come
under the rule of the Tay Son dynasty,
was almost directly inherited from the
population register of the Lé-Trinh
government, and the number of
registrants has more than doubled
1790 80-100

registrants), when the rule of the Tay

since (around
Son dynasty began in earnest. However,
this should not be simply considered as
the result of an actual doubling of the
settlement population.

The first cause of the increase in the
registrants of the population register is
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the increase in the number of Biét nap
people being listed in the population
register. As mentioned earlier, the
reality of Biét nap, and Biét tinh people
were handicrafts belonging to Tri
twong ty, and have resided within Vong
Tri village since before the Tay Son
period. For example, in the oldest
population register compiled in 1777,
when Trinh Lords forces just occupied
around Hué, six

persons were

registered as “ex-soldier” (Cwu ldnh &
7)) and were all annotated “Soldier of
Tri twong ty” ({6 T 1] 53), That is, to say,
who had
belonged to Tri twong ty during the

they were handicrafts

Nguyén Lords period. Because, as Li
Tana (1998: 38-39) has
clarified, handicrafts and

already
various
engineers were incorporated into the
military organization as Twong binh ™
It or Twong ldnh |- % during the
Nguyén Lords period. Furthermore,
according to village document of Vong
Tri (VTDb123),
belonged to Tri twgng ty around 1700,

Vong Tri village
and supplied ships as a government
service. In 1767, they applied to live in
their village while belong to the Tri
twong ty and deliver handicrafts as
These
indicate that, from the Nguyén Lords

government services. facts

period, there were already both
farmers who were registered in the
population resistor and handicrafts
men belonging to Tri twong ty living in
Vong Tri village.
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Inferring from the administrate
system of the Nguyén dynasty, it is
thought that this was not merely a
difference in occupation, but that even
in the Nguyén Lords period, the
government offices with institutional
jurisdiction were different even though
they lived in the same village, such as
the farmers under the jurisdiction of
the local administrative office and
handicraftsman under the jurisdiction
of Tri twong ty. Considering the fact
that different
administrative systems for one village,

there were two
it can be inferred that the population
registers of the Lé-Trinh government
were  registered only farmers
belonging to prefectures and district,
and did not include handicrafts men
belonging to Tri twong ty. In the Tay
Son dynasty, both farmers belonging to
prefectures and district, handicrafts
men belonging to to Tri twong ty were
registered together in the population
register. As a result, the number of
registrants in the population register

had doubled.

Another major characteristic is the

large increase in the number of
conscripts during the Tay Son period.
While the number of conscripts was
increasing, the number of Trdng hang
was decreasing significantly, especially
in the population register of 1790, the
most of adult men could have been
conscripted. The number of Chitc sac

also increased, but most of them were
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This
strengthening of conscription during

military  officers. significant
the Tay Son period can be seen not only
in Vong Tri village, but also in the other
around Hué village such as Thanh
Phuwéec. In the notes for each soldier,
there are frequent references to
injuries or death from illness in

Northern Vietnam®.

2.3.2. From the Gia Long era to the
Minh Mang era

The method of registering both
people belonging to general local
administration and people belonging
to arsenals in one population register,
which was begun by the Tay Son
dynasty, was also inherited by the
Nguyén dynasty. However, in the early
Nguyén dynasty, there were never
more than 100 registrants as in the Tay
Son dynasty. At a first glance, the
number of registrants during the
period from the 8th year of Gia Long
(1809) to the 4th year of Minh Mang
(1823) was generally around 80,
almost
total
registrants on Table 1 includes persons

remaining unchanged.

Moreover, the number of
classified as Tong Son huyén since the
population register of 1813. They were
newcomers who migrated during the
Gia Long years and were distinguished
from the original inhabitants on the
population registers. Excluding those
classified as Tdéng Son huyén, the

* These give the impression that Ty Son
dyanasty’s military power was quite dependent on

number of registered original residents
was 66 in the 4th year of Minh Mang
(1823). In the
registrants of the original Vong Tri

long term, the

village residents were in gradual
decline.

From the 5th year of Minh Mang
(1824), the number of registrants on
the population registers of Vong Tri
began to increase. This was obviously
due to the
conscription called Duyét tuyén. From

examination for

the extant population registers typed
Duyét tuyén ba, we can be sure that the
Duyét tuyén was held every five years
such as 1824, 1829, 1834, 1839 in the
Minh Mang era. While the number of
registrants in the population registers
typed Chdp bdng ba was in gradual
decline as was the case of the Gia Long
era, many youths of under 20 called
Ddn dinh were newly registered for
each holding Duyét tuyén. As a result,
the number of registrants gradually
increased overall with increasing and
decreasing in a 5-years cycle. In the
20th year of Minh Mang (1839), the
number of registrants reached 102
persons.

The way of increasing registrants in
the Minh Mang era indicates an
important point for us. Such as earlier
mentioned, if there was a death of a
registrant or a new registration after

compiling Duyét tuyén ba, village

Central Vietnam and had failed to establish local
governance in Northern Vietnam. This issue will be
addressed in the future.
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reports them for administration, and
Chdp bdng ba was compiled based on
these reports, updating the contents of
Duyét tuyén ba. However, the number
of registration in Chdp bdng ba always
tended to decrease from the number of
registration in Duyét tuyén ba. This is
most likely due to the fact that, in order
to limit the increase in the poll tax, the
village only accurately reported the
death of a registrant and knowingly
failed to report the new registrations of
youth. The Minh Mang tried to
overcome this problem by
implementing Duyét tuyén frequently.
As a result, the number of registrants
increased during the Minh Mang era,
but this naturally led to an increase in
the amount of poll tax on the village
side. For this reason, from the 8th-11th
year of Minh Mang (1827-1830),
petitions were repeatedly submitted
by Vong Tri village to reduce the tax
burden (VTP47). Here, we can see a
conflict between the administration,
which wanted to increase the revenue
from the poll tax by increasing the
number of registrants, and the village,
which wanted to suppress the poll tax
by decreasing the number of
registrants.
2.3.3. From the Thiéu Tri era to the
Thanh Thdi era

As mentioned above, the Minh Mang
succeeded in significantly increasing
the number of registrants, but from the
Thiéu Tri era onward, the number of
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registrants in the population registers
began a long-term downward trend
again. The number of registrants,
which had reached over 100 by the end
of the Minh Mang era, decreased to 67
by the 1st year of Thanh Thai (1888).
For the Thiéu tri era, almost annual
population registers typed Chdp bdng
ba are still extant, but they are
significantly simplified compared to
Minh Mang
population registers types Chdp bang

the previous era’s
ba. Until the Minh Mang era, Names of
all registrants in the village listed in the
Chdp bang ba. On the other hand, Chdp
bang ba of the Thiéu tri era only listed
the number of persons for each
classification, such as adult man: X
persons, soldier: X persons, reservist: X
persons, and so on. In addition, we
cannot be sure the the implementation
of Duyét tuyén. The Thiéu Tri era is
characterized by a marked tendency to
reduce and simplify administrative
affairs. We get the impression that the
administration of the Thiéu Tri era was
significantly less motivated to grasp an
accurate population of villages such as
the Minh Mang years.

It is difficult to infer to the Tw DPic
era, since the extant population
register of the Tw Ptrc years in Vong Tri
village are only two population
registers typed Chdp bdng ba of the 1st
year of Tw Plc (1847) and the 27th
year of Tw Prc (1873). As far as these

two are concerned, the decline in the
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number of registrants has not been
halted, although there has been a
resurgence of name entries such as in
the Minh Mang years. Furthermore,
from the existing documents, we
cannot confirm that Duyét tuyén was
conducted. Judging from the decrease
in the number of registrants from 1839
to 1888, it is highly likely that Duyét
tuyén was not conducted during this
period, or lost its substance. Because,
in the case of Vong Tri village, the
number of soldiers during the Tay Son
period was inherited by the Nguyén
dynasty, and was generally fixed at
around 20 until 1847. However, there
was only one soldier in the population
register of 1873". We can suppose that,
as a result of the long absence of Duyét
tuyén due to the reduction in the scale
of the army after the Thiéu Tri period,
the ability to grasp the population of
the villages may have also been greatly
reduced.

Conclusion

This article examined the local
governance of successive regimes from
the end of the eighteenth century to the
second half of the nineteenth century.
First of all, it can be said from the
village documents of Vong Tri that the
population registers are not a
historical record such as the current
Although the

administrative regulations required

population census.

villages to report the exact number of

* According to the Vong Tri village document
(VTD178), this village petitioned for a relaxation of

adult males and the village pledged
that the contents of the population
register were not false, in reality, both
the government and the village acted
on the implicit assumption that a
certain number of the population was
concealed for taxation evasion. If we
had considered that the number of
registrants in the population registers
of Vong Tri is a faithful reflection of the
changes in the village population,
without taking into account the
transformation of institutions and
then the

population had doubled during the Tay

governance, village
Son period, had declined during the Gia
Long era, had increased again during
the Minh Mang era, and had declined
again after the Thiéu Tri era. That is to
say, the statistics on the population
registers is merely a reflection of the
way and degree of control of the village
at a given time, and there must have
been a certain number of people who
were not listed in the population
register at any given time. Probably,
even in the Minh Mang era, when
government approached closest to the
actual population of village by the
frequent implementation of Duyét
tuyén, a certain number of population
would have been concealed in the
village.

Therefore, the population register

of the pre-modern Vietnamese

the conscription in the 21th of Ty Ptrc (1841). We
do not know whether this petition was accepted or
not.
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successive regimes cannot be used as it
is as a historical record of population
statistics. Rather, the number of people
registered in the population registers
shows how the two were balanced in
the struggle between state power and
village community at that time. From
this point of view, the Tay Son period,
when the conscription was greatly
strengthened by centralizing the
separate control of the prefectural
government and arsenal office in the
population register, and the Minh
Mang era, when the registrants under
the control of the
increased by the examination for

government
conscription, were special periods
when the state power was superior to
the village community which tried to
hide their villagers. Conversely, during
the Gia Long era and after the Thiéu Tri
era, there was no active attempt to take
control of the human resources.
Probably, at this time of year, the
administration was avoiding
unnecessary friction with the village
communities for the  smooth

administration without undue
overhead. It will be necessary in the
future to closely examine Chdu bdn #k
A and other administrative documents
of the Nguyén dynasty to clarify what
discussions were held about local
administration at the central imperial
court and how these discussions were
reflected as differences in the direction

of local administration.
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It should be noted that, comparing
of 1777
compiled by the Lé-Trinh government,

the population register
with the most recent one of 1888 in the
Thanh Thai era, we can say that the
degree of state authority’s grasp of
human resources has been much
stronger in the long term. As
mentioned above, although the Nguyén
Dynasty had periods of active and
inactive grasping of human resources,
the Nguyén dynasty basically inherited
the administrative direction of the Tay
Son period, which centralized the
grasp of the population of the village
and strengthened conscription. In the
long run, the Nguyén dynasty’s grasp
on human resources ra considerably
strengthened compared to Nguyén
Lords and Trinh Lords. In Vietnamese
history, it is often thought that modern
governance or its concept was
introduced during the French colonial
period. Because the “modern state” is a
product of the West. However, in
recent studies of Japanese history,
discussion that the Edo
shogunate is reevaluated as “early-
modern state” (Kadomatsu 2014)
(Oishi 2018). This is because it is

considered that the bases for Japan's

there is a

rapid modernization and
industrialization since the Meiji period
(1868-1912) was

during the Edo period. In view of the

already formed

strengthening of the state’s control
over human resources since the end of
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the  eighteenth these

arguments may also apply to the

century,

Nguyén dynasty. This is because, while
it is true that the Nguyén dynasty lost
its political sovereignty due to French
colonization, French control of Tonkin
and Annam was largely dependent on
the local administrative organization of
the Nguyén dynasty. In other words,
the Nguyén dynasty’s local
administration had the capacity to
respond to some extent to the
requirements of French colonial rule. It
will be necessary to re-evaluate the
dynasty
perspectives in the future.

Nguyén from  various
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